Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BRASIL 05989 201505Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-05 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 USIA-15 PRS-01 /067 W 

129867 202256Z/65 

R 201320Z JUL 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2845 
INFO USIA WASHDC 

UNCLAS BRASILIA 5989 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OVIP (CARTER, ROSALYNN), PFOR, SOPN, BR, US 
SUBJECT: MEDIA REPORTS OF CARTER/GEISEL CORRESPONDENCE 

REF: (A) BRASILIA 5883, (B) STATE 164001, (C) BRASILIA 5732 

1 . SIMILAR STORIES APPEARED JULY 19 IN MOST MAJOR BRAZILIAN 
PAPERS WHICH REPORTED THE EXISTENCE OF FOUR PIECES OF RECENT 
CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE TWO FIRST FAMILIES: 

(A) A JULY 4 CABLE FROM PRESIDENT GEISEL TO PRESIDENT CARTER 
WISHING HIM WELL ON THE OCCASION OF THEANNIVERSARY OF 
AMERICA'S INDEPENDENCE, QUOTED ACCURATELY AND IN FULL BY 
MOST PAPERS; (B) PRESIDENT CARTER S RESPONSE DATED JULY 14, 

ALSO QUOTED IN FULL; (C) A PERSONAL HAND-WRITTEN LETTER 
TO PRESIDENT GEISEL FROM MRS. CARTER DATED JUNE 18 AND 
RECEIVED JULY 18, (D) A PERSONAL LETTER TO MRS. GEISEL FROM 
MRS. CARTER, REPORTEDLY SENT THROUGH INTERNATIONAL MAIL. 

2. ONLY BRASILIA'S CORREIO BRAZILIENSE MADE REFERENCE 

TO THE LETTER FROM MRS. CARTER TO MRS. GEISEL (ABOUT WHICH 

EMBASSY UNAWARE) DESCRIBING IT AS AKCN OWLDEDGIN G THAT BOTH LADIES 

ARE THE WIVES OF HUSNBANDS WITH "GREAT POWERS” AND THAT THE 

TWO SHARED "MUTUAL CONCERNS” ABOUT THE SUCCESS OF 

THEIR HUSBANDS IN THE "HISTORIC MISSIONS" THEY WERE 

CARRYING OUT. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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3. THERE WERE NO DIRECT QUOTES FROM THE PERSONAL LETTERS 
FROM MRS. CARTER IN ANY OF THE PAPERS. MOREOVER, THERE WERE 
SEVERAL SPECIFIC REFERENCES TO A STATEMENT BY PRESIDENTIAL 
SPOKESMAN COL. TOLEDO CAMARGO THAT "RIGID DIPLOMATIC 
PRACTICE" PREVENTEND THE RELEASE OF THE CONTENTS OF THE 
LETTERS. THE JORNAL DO BRASIL OBSERVED THAT "IT IS ALSO 
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PROBABLE THAT THE CONTENTS OF THE RECENT LETTER FROM 
PRESIDENT CARTER TO PRESIDENT GEISEL WILL NOT BE 
REVEALED." 

RUSER 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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